Powers and Functions of Municipal Authorities in Municipalities

1.
Municipal Authorities:  The Municipal Authorities charged with carrying out the provisions of A.P. Municipalities Act, 1965 are (1)  a Council (2) a Chairperson (3) a Commissioner  (4) a Ward Committee  

2.
Council – Powers and Functions :

2-1.
The Administration of the Municipality shall vest in the Council (Section - 30)

2-2.
All public streets and drains in the Municipality shall vest in the Council.  (Sec. - 35)

2-3.
The Municipal Council is competent to acquire an immovable property under the 
provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894.  (Section - 42(1))

2-4.
Sanction of works :  Administrative sanction of the Municipal is required for all categories of works both original works and maintenance works.

2-5.
Purchase of materials:  Administrative sanction of the Municipal Council is required for purchase of all types of materials .

2-6.
Settlement of Tenders:  Approval of the Municipal Council is required for acceptance of tenders which do not come under the purview of the Contract Committee and Commissioner.

2-7.
Approval of Budget:   The Council is competent to approve the budget.

2-8.
The Council can take up the construction and maintenance of water works for 
supplying water. (Section – 134)

2-9.
The Council shall arrange for lighting the public streets to the extent the funds at its disposal permit. (Section - 146)

2-10.
The Council shall provide and maintain a sufficient system of public drains to the extent the funds at its disposal permit.  (Section - 147)

2-11.
The Council shall make adequate arrangements for the regular sweeping and cleaning of the streets and removal of sweepings there from and for the daily removal of rubbish from dustbins and private premises. 

2-12.
Every Municipal Council shall arrange for the disposal of the waste collected by it in such manner as may be prescribed.  (Section - 170(A))

2-13.
The Municipal Council shall arrange for the public streets and bridges to be maintained and repaired at the cost of the Municipal Fund and meet the cost of all improvements to the same from Municipal fund. (Section - 171(1))

2-14.
The Council is competent to sanction a layout having due regard to the recommendations of Director of Town and Country Planning.  (Section - 185)

2-15.
The Council is competent to publish a notification stating that no place within Municipal limits shall be used for any one or more of the purposes specified in schedule IV without the license of the Commissioner.  (Section - 263)

2-16.
The Council is competent to grant permission for construction, establishment or installation of factory, workshop or workplace 

2-17.
The Council shall provide a sufficient number of places for use as Municipal slaughter houses 

2-18.
The Council may provide places for use as public markets and levy fees at such rates for use of the public market. (Section – 277(1) (2))

2-19.
The Council is competent to lease any land, shop, godown building or terrace of a building for any period not exceeding five years at a time subject to such terms and conditions as the council may deem fit. (Section - 277(4))

2-20.
The Municipal Council shall provide, places to be used as burial or burning grounds or crematoria free of charge either within or outside the limits of the Municipality.  

2-21.
The Council shall register all births and deaths occurring in the Municipality
3.
Powers and Functions of Municipal Chairperson :

3-1.
The Chairperson shall convene the meeting of the council at least once in every month.  Proceedings of the meeting shall be recorded in a minutes book and shall be signed by the presiding member.

3-2.
The Chairperson in cases of emergency may direct the execution of any work 
which would ordinarily require the sanction of the council and the immediate 
execution of which in his opinion, necessary for the service or safety of the 
public and may direct that the expense of execution of such work shall be paid 
from Municipal Funds. (Section - 49)

3-3.
Every meeting of the Council shall be presided over by the Chairperson. 

3-4.
The Chairperson is the appointing authority in respect of posts below the category of Bill Collector, all Teaching Staff, Medical Officers from a Panel prepared by the Panel Committee. (Section - 74)

3-5.
The Chairperson is the competent authority for suspension, dismissal and removal of Municipal Employees for whom he is the appointing authority. (Section - 77)

3-6.
Concurrence of the Chairperson shall be obtained in respect of transfer of collection staff i.e. Revenue Inspectors from out-door to in-door and vice-versa.

3-7.
The Chairperson is competent authority to sanction water tap house service connections. (Section - 140)

4.
Powers and Functions of Municipal Commissioner: The Municipal Commissioner is the Executive Authority of the Municipality.
4-1.
Administrative Functions & Powers :

4-1-1.

He shall carry into effect all the resolutions of the Council.

4-1-2.
He shall exercise the executive power for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this Act and be directly responsible for the due fulfillment of the purposes of this Act.

4-1-3.
He shall exercise disciplinary control over the employees of the Municipal Council who shall be subordinate to the Commissioner.

4-1-4.
He shall exercise all powers in relation to collection of taxes and fees, the licences and the removal of encroachments.

4-1-5.
He shall be in charge of the Municipality and have custody of Municipal records
4-1-6.
The Commissioner shall attend the meetings of the Council and where he is required to do so by the Chairperson, of any of its Committees.  (Section - 58)

4-1-7.
He is competent to settle tenders upto a value of Rs. 5,000/- in respect of III and II Grade Municipalities and Rs. 10,000/- in respect of first Grade Municipality and upto Rs. 25,000/- in respect of Special and Selection Grade Municipalities. 

4-1-8.
He is competent authority to sign contracts (agreements) on behalf of the Municipal Council. (Section-45)

4-1-9.
He is the competent authority for assessment of property tax on buildings and lands. (Rule 3 and 6 of Schedule - II)

4-1-10.
He is the competent authority for disposal of revision petitions filed for reduction of property tax.  (Rule 13 of Schedule - II)

4-1-11.
He is responsible for preparation of Budget and place it before the Municipal Council before 15th November for approval (Budget Rules)

4-1-12.
He is responsible for submission of Annual Accounts to Audit Department by 30th June of every year.  (Rule 4 of Accounts Rules)

4-1-13.
He is responsible for conduct of auction of the right of collection of fees in Markets and Slaughter houses and right of occupation of shop rooms.

4-1-14.
He is responsible for conduct of Elections to the Municipal Council.

4-1-15.
The agenda for the meeting of the Municipal Council shall be prepared by the Commissioner in consultation with the Chairperson. (Rule 3 of Schedule – I)

4.2
Developmental Functions :

4-2-1.
He is responsible for proper maintenance of Sanitation, Water Supply, Roads, Drains and Lighting in the Municipality.

4-2-2.
He is responsible for proper implementation of the Urban Poverty Alleviation and Development Schemes.

4-2-3.
He is responsible for implementation of Literacy Programmes launched by the Education Department.

4-2-4.
He is responsible for implementation of Universal Immunization and Family Welfare Programmes in the Municipality.

4.3.
Regulatory Powers and Functions :

4-3-1.
Written permission of the Commissioner is required for erection, exhibition of any advertisement upon or over any land, building, wall, hoarding or structure. 

4-3-2.
The Commissioner is competent to order for disconnection of water supply, if water charges are not paid within fifteen days after a bill has been served. (Section-144)

4-3-3.
Permission of the Commissioner is required for approval of the site and for construction or reconstruction of a building. (Sections-209, 210)

4-3-4.
Licence from Municipal Commissioner is required for usage of any place within municipal limits for the purposes specified in Schedule-IV i.e. D & O Trade Licence. (Section-263)

4-3-5.
It is the duty of the Commissioner to inspect places in respect of which a licence or permission is granted to ensure the compliance of the conditions of licence or permission. (Section-344(7))

4-3-6.
The Commissioner is competent to order for demolition of the unauthorized constructions after service of required notices.

4-3-7.
He is responsible to inspect places of entertainment to ensure that various statutory provisions are complied.

4-3-8.
He is competent to order for demolition of un-authorized constructions which are found on Government or Municipal or other Public lands and unauthorized constructions on private land, which are likely to affect public health and safety.

4-3-9.
He is the Registrar of Births and Deaths in the Municipality where there is no Health Officer.

4-3-10.
He is responsible for issue of No Objection Certificate to Excise Department for establishment of Wine Shops and Bars in the Municipal Area.

5.
Ward Committee:

5-1.
A Ward Committee shall be constituted for each ward of the Municipality within three months from the date of first meeting of the Municipal Council after ordinary elections to the Municipality.

5-2.
Composition:  

i. Member of the Municipal Council representing the Ward shall be the Chairperson of the Ward Committee.

ii. Four persons to be nominated from the Civil Society if the population of the ward is not more than 10,000. (All wards in Municipalities are having less than 10,000 population)

iii. Area Sabha Representatives (ASRs) in respect of Municipalities having a population of one lakh and above.

5-3.
Functions of the Ward Committee 

i) supervision over

a) Sanitation work and Drainage

b) Distribution of Water supply 

c) Working of street lights

d) Repair of roads

e) Maintenance of markets

f) Maintenance of parks and playgrounds

g) Poverty alleviation programmes 

ii) Monitoring the functioning of Municipal Schools, Maternity centers, Dispensaries. 

iii) Review of the collection of taxes and non-taxes.

iv) Preparation of list of beneficiaries for pensions and subsidies.

v) Preparation of Annual Ward Development Plan.


5-4.
Powers of the Ward Committee:
i. 20% of the budget earmarked for maintenance of urban services  shall  be allocated by the Municipal Council to all Ward Committees together.  Funds shall be allocated once in a quarter.

ii. The Ward Committee will identify maintenance works and forward the list to the Commissioner to arrange for sanction by the Council..

iii. Competent to inspect the maintenance works sanctioned to the Ward Committee.

iv. In case of any compliant by the Ward Committee regarding any substandard work, the concerned officer shall take up rectification and submit an Action Taken Report at the next meeting of the Ward Committee
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